
HE'S DONS IT AGAIN Deut 30.10- 14; Col 1.15-W; Luke 10:2>-37 

"Maater, what must 1 do to gain eternal lite?" c:: 
A ..an was returning 1l"0III a revival in his pickup aCfter 

atteOOing a lIeeting. He was stili pondering the sermon on Jesus 

miracle ot turning water into wine when the local sheriff ordr­

ad him to pull over. Acting on a tip that an illegal still was 

baing operated in the area, the sheriff looked at the man' s 

truck and saw 12 jugs filled to the brim. "What · s in those 

jugs" he asked. Ani the man said, !lOh that · 8 fresh spring 

water . My wife and I drink nothing but spring water" . " I don ' t 

mean to doubt your word, but I t 11 have to taste it" said the 

sherit f . Whereupon he took a drink and the liquid burned his 

tongue and throat . IITbat's not spring water , that's whiskey" 

he coughed. To which Ule man replied, "Praise the Lord, he ' 8 

done it gain." 

Jesus 18 ready and willing to perform a miracle of trans- I 

formation in a.ur li!e , it we will let him. Any genuine encoWltsl 

with Jeus means change . r t makes a difference in the way we 

live . It makes a difference in the kind or people we are . We 

cannot encounter God ' s grace thru Jesus Christ and still go on 

in the same eelfieh way, the same insensitive, unoYing manner . 

If there is no change , no matter how good it may reel , the 

religioua experience is itself violated and contradicted. 

If we go back to the Israelites in the time of Moses we 

find a people encountering God, first in the Ezodus and then in 



desert journey to the promised' land . Moses comes to them and 

literally laja down the law, Sayingl "This is the way you willl 

live because of your encoWlter with God" The or prophets ­

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hiah , Hosea, AmoB - all of them 

pick up the same theme . They Bee the people of God liv1ng in 

disobedience and they try to warn th8lrff "You are God I s ieople . 

Live that way. If you do not there will be a terrible price to 

pay. You will suffer in your 8str8ll£elllent from God" . 

Then Jesus comes and bring it all to a climax. He preaches 

"gospel" good news , about God ' a love and the reign of God. But 

he says time and time again, in different ways: "You will be 

able to identify the persons who are 11ving under the "eign of 

God by the ttruit of their lives" 

f When we experience the Christ spirit moving within us we 

are born again to new life and want to respond tangibly. The 

words are not enough" "Yes , God, I love you, I praise you, I 

thank 101.11 We want to be doera of the Word. The transforming 

power of divine grace changes our ndnds, changes our hearts , 

changes our will , and Jesus ' co.aand to love one another 8S he 

has loved us is transtonaed into an irr_istible invitation. 

In her autobiogroaphy, "Thia I BlSlleve" Helen Hayes, tells 

the IlOving story b1' hew the trandorming power of God affected 

her lite in a time of deep distress: 

When Irty daughter died of pelle, everybody stretched out a 

and to help me , but at first I couldn ' t seem to bear the touch 

og anything, even the love of rriends , no support seemed strong 



I 

enough. 

While Mary was st1.1l. sick, I used to go early in the morn­

ing to a little church near the hospital to pray. There the 

working people came quietly to worship. I had been careless 

with Jll:f religion, I had rather cut God out of rrry 11fe, and I 

~t t have the nerve at the time of ask him. to make my 

daughter well . I only asked himto help me W'Kierstand, to let 

me come in a reach him. I praued there every morning and I kept 

looking tor a revelation, but nothing happened. 

Then, much later, I discovered that lt had happened, right 

there in the church. I could recall , viividly, one-by-<)ne , the 

people • had seen there -- the solemn laborers with tired looks 

the old women with gnarled hands , Life had knocked them around, 

but for a brief moment they were being refreshed by an 

ennaobling experience . It seemed, as they prayed, their worn 
faces lighted up and they became vessels of God. Here was my 

revelation. Suddenly I realized I was one of them. In my need 

gained strength from the knowledge that they too had need, 

and I felt and interdependence with them. I experienced a flood 

of comapssion for people . I was leamU.ng the JI!Ieaning of "Love 

thy neighbor". 

In today ' s gospel lesson, Jesus clearly defines the meaning 

of "love thy neighbor" for a lawyer - a man discipled in the er 

of strict definition. "Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

evrlasting litetl the lawyer aakes . Whereupon Jesus tella him 

to look at the religious law for hi. answer. And. he recites the 

lawl 

You shall love the Lord your God 


with all your heart I 


with sl.l your soul , 


with all your 8trength, 


http:leamU.ng


and ><lth all your mind i 

and your neighbor ae yourgel~' 

Then, then man iruJie:ts on a definition of terms. "And. who 

is my neighbor?" he asks . Jesus answers with a parable - a 

practical illustration 80 clear in its meaning that it leaves 

little opening for cro.......XBmination. 1, In the parable , a. 

you know, a man traveJ ling along the read from Jerusalem to 

Jericho is uruggod by a .Band of robbera . He is stripped, beated 

and lett half-dead. A temple official comes along. sees the 

distressed man, but does nothing. A second religious man comes 

along and , like the first , looks at the helpless victim and 

passes him by. Then along comes a Samaritan, a man whom She 

reigioUB leaders would hold in contempt 8S a enemy, an outcast. 

a member of an inferior minorit, The Samarian sees the victims 

and is "moved to pity at the sight" Jesus saya . He approaches 

the wotmded man, dresses hie woW¥is , and takes him to an inn 

where be tends him thru the night . The next day he gives the 

innkeeper money with instructions to look atter him. "If' there 

is ~ further expense I will repay you on the way bac~' he 

says . Having spoke the parable, Jesus asks the lawyer Eor an 

opinion'f "Which of these 3 was nieghbor to the man who fe11 

among the robbens?" The lawyer 8Jl.Swers, "The one wbo treated 

him with compassiori' • To which Jesus replies tlThen go and do 

the same" . Clear 88 a picture . No further questions . Case 

closed. 
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"Teacher, what muet. we do to inherit everlasting life?" 

"Teacher, what 1e everlasting life?" Jesus is taking us beyond 

our pl~1n-the-8ky answer to that question. He is telling us 

that God Almighty, in his infinite wisdom, is here and now 

offering you 8 glimpse into eternal life. Our everlasting 

life has alread;y begun. It is in progress now. God is provid.ins 

lUI now with endless opportunities to discover who we are and 

why we are. God is providing us now with the answer to our 

deep longing for fu.l.f*llment. 88 a hlUDan person; "You shall 

love the Lord your God • • • ad your neighbor as yoursel.1'u 

says the OT law. 

And J Baue says ttl have come to ru.l.!ill the law..... The 

cOOlll8lld I give you 18 this , that. you love one another. " Jesus 

expresses his love for other persons always within the broader 

context ot his love for the Father'! "I am the good shepherd. 

imow my sheep and rrry sheep know me in the same way the Father 

knows DIe and I knew the Father , for these sheep I will give "'Y 

life" . In the first Epistle of John it 115 written'! tt •••How 

can God' s Ivve survive in a man who has enough of this world's 

good yet closes his heart to h1sbrother when he seea him in 

need?" In other word.s , love of God and loVe or neighbor are 

inseparable. 

In the Old "Amos arxi A~' radio series, there is a biS 

man who greeted Andy with a slap across the chest whenever they 

met . In one episode Andy tells AmOSI "I put a stick of dyamnite 



under my vest I and the next time that big man slaps me he is 

going to get hi. hand blown of!". Andy didn' t .top to thin 

that when the big man ' a hand was blown off his own heart 

would be blown out . Some things cannot be separated I Love 

of God is not poeeible without love of neighbor. 

If you want to deepen your understanding of everlasting 

life here and now, It you want to discover the human glimpse 

God is offering you of eternity, if you want to experience a 

miracle of transformation in your lite , simply take your 

neighbor ' s hand in your9 and offer him or her your loving 

heart. And here yourself saying: "praise the Lord •••••• 

He ' s done it again" . 


